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Zones failing in drug fight 
  

 
Thursday, March 23, 2006  
 
By BRIAN SPADORA 
HERALD NEWS  
 

Laws creating drug-free zones around schools promised to protect children from 
dealers while mandating tougher penalties for offenders.

But a study released today by the Justice Policy Institute contends that the laws, 
which in New Jersey apply to areas 1,000 feet around schools and public spaces, 
have failed to protect young people and have been enforced disproportionately on 
blacks and Hispanics.

"For two decades, policy-
makers have mistakenly 
assumed that these statutes 
shield children from drug 
activity," said Judith Greene, 
a New York-based 
researcher, who co-authored 
the report. "We found no 
evidence that drug-free zone 
laws protect children, but 
ample evidence that the laws 
hurt communities of color and 
contribute to mounting 
correctional costs."

The Justice Policy Institute, 
which is based in Washington 
D.C., is a private research group advocating alternatives to prison.

The report reached many of the same conclusions that New Jersey Commission to 
Review Criminal Sentencing reached in December.

The commission, which was made up of state officials and criminal justice experts, 
found that students were involved in only 2 percent of the drug-free zone cases it 
examined. When combined, the 1,000-foot zones around schools, parks and housing 
projects cover virtually all of some cities, the commission said. Because of the 
demographics of those cities, 96 percent of offenders jailed for zone violations were 
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black or Hispanic, it said.

Instead of declining, drug arrests in the zones have risen steadily since the law took 
effect in 1987, the commission found. Proposed state legislation would modify the law 
by reducing the drug-free zones to 200 feet from schools.

While the proposed revisions would decrease the size of the drug-free zones, it would 
raise the level of an offense within a zone from a third-degree crime carrying up to 
five years in jail to a second-degree crime carrying a mandatory jail term of up to 10 
years.

Passaic County Prosecutor James Avigliano said Wednesday that the new law would 
be more likely to protect children from drugs and less likely to be applied to crimes 
that do not involve children.

Avigliano questioned how a school is affected by a drug deal that takes place 1,000 
feet away at midnight. "There really isn't an impact," he said

The stiffer penalties proposed in the new legislation would ensure that the smaller 
drug-free zones are a deterrent, said Roseanne Scotti, the director of the Drug Policy 
Alliance New Jersey, which advocates for reforming drug laws.

"Nobody's softening the law," Scotti said. "What they're doing is focusing the law."

Other states, including Washington and Connecticut, are considering reforms to drug-
free zone laws similar to those proposed in New Jersey.

But some law enforcement officials said the current drug-free zones are effective. 
Clifton police Detective Capt. Robert Rowan said the law applies additional penalties 
to many drug offenses that take place in the city.

"I think that society has a special interest in protecting those zones, because by 
protecting them we're protecting our most precious and vulnerable citizens, namely 
our children," he said.

Bill Maer, spokesman for the Passaic County Sheriff's Department, said the law is 
"another tool for narcotics officers in fighting drug traffickers.

"A seasoned criminal is well aware of the consequences if they're caught selling 
narcotics in a (drug-free zone)," Maer said.

-- The Associated Press contributed to this report.

Reach Brian Spadora at (973) 569-7132 or spadora@northjersey.com.
 
6902213 

 
 

 
 PR Newswire 

 
  

THE RECORD:  
 Odyssey of help  
 Offshore storm  
 Turning point  
 Passaic River  
 The sound of hate  
 Pay to play  
 Fighting for air  
 Diverse and divided  
 Journey Through Shadow 
 Reports archive 

 
HERALD NEWS:  
 Ukraine Elections  
 24 On Main  
 Dominican Republic  
 Disability City  
 Burning through millions  
 Peace by piece  
 Shadowed Motherhood  
 Reports archive 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  
  
  

  

 

 
 

*Businesses, learn how you can partner with The Record and Herald News! 

Copyright © 2006 North Jersey Media Group Inc. 
Copyright Infringement Notice  User Agreement & Privacy Policy

http://www.northjersey.com/page.php?qstr=eXJpcn...UVFeXk2OTAyMjEzJnlyaXJ5N2Y3MTdmN3ZxZWVFRXl5Mg== (2 of 2)03-23-2006 1:21:17 PM

http://www.realcities.com/
http://ads.northjersey.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.northjersey.com/news/top_news/1908827892/Right2/in_print_classifieds/class_adenhance_tower.gif/61303564616633623433306236363930
http://www.prnewswire.com/medmicro/norj
http://www.northjersey.com/page.php?qstr=eXJpcnk3ZjczN2Y3dnFlZUVFeXk3MDImZmdiZWw3Zjd2cWVlRUV5eTY2MzU1OTQmeXJpcnk3ZjcxN2Y3dnFlZUVFeXky
http://www.northjersey.com/lostjobs/
http://www.northjersey.com/turningpoint
http://www.northjersey.com/page.php?qstr=eXJpcnk3ZjczN2Y3dnFlZUVFeXk2NDYmZmdiZWw3Zjd2cWVlRUV5eTY1ODczMzkmeXJpcnk3ZjcxN2Y3dnFlZUVFeXky
http://www.northjersey.com/page.php?qstr=eXJpcnk3ZjcxN2Y3dnFlZUVFeXkyJmZnYmVsN2Y3dnFlZUVFeXk2NTQ3NTM2
http://www.northjersey.com/page.php?qstr=eXJpcnk3ZjczN2Y3dnFlZUVFeXk2MDcmZmdiZWw3Zjd2cWVlRUV5eTY0Njg1NDcmeXJpcnk3ZjcxN2Y3dnFlZUVFeXky
http://www.northjersey.com/page.php?qstr=eXJpcnk3ZjczN2Y3dnFlZUVFeXk2MTAmZmdiZWw3Zjd2cWVlRUV5eTY0NjMzMzUmeXJpcnk3ZjcxN2Y3dnFlZUVFeXky
http://www.northjersey.com/page.php?qstr=eXJpcnk3ZjcxN2Y3dnFlZUVFeXkzJmZnYmVsN2Y3dnFlZUVFeXk2NDc5NDMz
http://www.northjersey.com/page.php?qstr=eXJpcnk3ZjcxN2Y3dnFlZUVFeXkyJmZnYmVsN2Y3dnFlZUVFeXk0ODg1MjMy
http://www.northjersey.com/topic.php?qstr=eXJpcnk3ZjcxN2Y3dnFlZUVFeXkyJnlyaXJ5N2Y3MjdmN3ZxZWVFRXl5OTkmeXJpcnk3ZjczN2Y3dnFlZUVFeXk3MDI=
http://www.northjersey.com/page.php?qstr=eXJpcnk3ZjczN2Y3dnFlZUVFeXk0NSZmZ2JlbDdmN3ZxZWVFRXl5NjYzNzI2NSZ5cmlyeTdmNzE3Zjd2cWVlRUV5eTI=
http://www.northjersey.com/24onmain
http://www.northjersey.com/page.php?qstr=eXJpcnk3ZjcxN2Y3dnFlZUVFeXkyJmZnYmVsN2Y3dnFlZUVFeXk2NTQ4MDU0
http://www.northjersey.com/page.php?qstr=eXJpcnk3ZjczN2Y3dnFlZUVFeXk1NyZmZ2JlbDdmN3ZxZWVFRXl5NjU0MTY5OCZ5cmlyeTdmNzE3Zjd2cWVlRUV5eTI=
http://www.northjersey.com/page.php?qstr=eXJpcnk3ZjczN2Y3dnFlZUVFeXk1NyZmZ2JlbDdmN3ZxZWVFRXl5NjUzMzY2MSZ5cmlyeTdmNzE3Zjd2cWVlRUV5eTI=
http://www.northjersey.com/page.php?qstr=eXJpcnk3ZjcxN2Y3dnFlZUVFeXkyJmZnYmVsN2Y3dnFlZUVFeXk2NTIzODY2
http://www.northjersey.com/page.php?qstr=eXJpcnk3ZjczN2Y3dnFlZUVFeXk2NDcmZmdiZWw3Zjd2cWVlRUV5eTY0ODk3NjImeXJpcnk3ZjcxN2Y3dnFlZUVFeXky
http://www.northjersey.com/topic.php?qstr=eXJpcnk3ZjcxN2Y3dnFlZUVFeXkyJnlyaXJ5N2Y3MjdmN3ZxZWVFRXl5OTkmeXJpcnk3ZjczN2Y3dnFlZUVFeXk3MDI=
http://dining.northjersey.com/
http://movies.northjersey.com/
http://tvlistings4.zap2it.com/partners/editorial.asp?partner_id=ZYG
http://www.uclick.com/client/bro/fcx/
http://www.uclick.com/client/bro/el/
http://www.northjersey.com/static/comics/index.html
javascript:popPrint('email.php?qstr=ZmdiZWw3Zjd2cWVlRUV5eTY5MDIyMTMmeXJpcnk3ZjcxN2Y3dnFlZUVFeXky');
javascript:popPrint('print.php?qstr=ZmdiZWw3Zjd2cWVlRUV5eTY5MDIyMTMmeXJpcnk3ZjcxN2Y3dnFlZUVFeXky');
https://secure.northjersey.com/subscribe/home.html
http://tanzania.northjersey.com/circulation/index.php?page=214
http://www.northjersey.com/copyright.php
http://www.njmg.com/
http://www.northjersey.com/copyright_infringement.php
http://www.northjersey.com/registration/privacy.php

	northjersey.com
	North Jersey Media Group providing local news, sports & classifieds for Northern New Jersey!


	PGHMDBOKNOAOLFLFEHLMBONKCAMECBMB: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f3: 10

	f2: 




